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Principles and Aims 
 
This assessment policy is designed to support teaching and learning to enable secure and 
robust assessment procedures to be in place in school so they impact positively on the 
attainment and progress for all groups of pupils at Malin Bridge Primary Primary.  All 
assessments are conducted to ensure they are purposeful in order to inform high quality 
teaching and learning for every child. This policy has been designed to enable a collaborative 
approach to assessment throughout the school.   
 
We use a range of summative and formative assessments to support and enhance learning 
within our school and meet the statutory assessment requirements for the relevant year 
groups.  We have a strategic school improvement plan in that uses our assessments to 
ensure the best outcomes for all pupils.  
 
This assessment policy is designed to support the needs of all groups of children in Malin 
Bridge Primary; we do this through Achievement Meetings, data reports, learning 
conversations, structured conversations, SEN reviews, Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and 
daily dialogue between all stakeholders.  
 
We are using STAT (Sheffield Tracking and Assessment Tools) as a planning and assessment 
tool for Y1-Y6, as well as Interim Teacher Assessment guidance; for EYFS we are using 
Development Matters and EYFSP to assess our children at the end of reception. STAT has 
broken down the National curriculum into manageable steps for teachers to plan and assess 
and these are shared with parents and pupils regularly throughout the year.   
 
 
 

Arrangements for the governance, management and evaluation of 
assessments 
 

Formative (AFL - Teacher Assessment) 
 
We work collaboratively as an SLT, to ensure the policy is maintained and followed 
consistently within school.  We share this with teachers through CPD, focused PDM and Key 
Stage/Phase meetings. We monitor the effectiveness of our assessment practices through 
triangulating all aspects of teaching and learning; which include book scrutiny, lesson 
observations, planning monitoring and pre and post teach where appropriate to ensure all 
pupils are able to access the curriculum. Half termly moderation (including external 
moderation) for each core curriculum subject helps ensure the consistency and accuracy of 
assessment judgements as well as termly opportunities to moderate with colleagues from 
other settings.  Assessments are used to reshape lesson planning so they best meet the 
needs of the learners. 
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Summative (Data gathering from formal tests / STAT / assessments / SEN 
reviews) 
 
We meet all the statutory assessment guidelines and have also done the pilot for the EYFS 
baseline this year.  We start with EYFS baseline (Early Excellence) in FS2 and end of year 
EYFSP.  In Y1 we complete the phonics assessments and those children who do not meet the 
national expectation are retested in Y2. We also complete the statutory assessments in KS1 
and KS2. We monitor the effectiveness of our assessment practises to ensure our 
judgements are accurate and effective through termly achievement meetings, moderation 
meetings with staff and end of unit assessment which are in line with the national 
curriculum that helps inform the summative judgements for each teacher.  Each child is 
individually tracked using STAT across reading, writing, maths and SPAG from Y1-Y6. A 
transition tool is used to place children on the STAT scale at the end of EYFS; this enables 
progress to be tracked more precisely for children who do not achieve the Good Level of 
Development. 
 
 

Information about how assessment items will be collected and used 
 

Formative (AFL - Teacher Assessment) 
 
Class teachers are responsible for maintaining assessment records on the children in their 
class or streamed group using the STAT Online system. Teacher record the level of depth to 
which children have understood a concept or developed a skill. This information then 
informs an overall step for every child which is updated continually. A snapshot in time is 
recorded half termly, this is a record of what Age or Stage or Step the child is on at that 
specific time.  This data is used at Phase Meetings and Pupil Progress meetings to evaluate 
where children are in terms of their age related expectation and how much progress has 
been made since the last data snapshot and/or statutory snapshot.  It is also used to show 
the percentages of children on track to achieve ARE.  
 
Data is shared with SLT each half term; however they are able to access the pupil’s records 
at any point in time.  Data is shared with governors at termly by Phase Leaders and through 
head teacher’s reports at governor meetings.  Information is shared with parents at parents’ 
evening and annual reports to parents.  These assessments help to inform parents where a 
child’s strengths and weaknesses lie and help set targets for improvement which they can 
assist with. 
 
Pupils have feedback every day in some form either verbally or written.  Reflection time is 
embedded into school practice and children are expected to respond to written feedback as 
and where appropriate (see marking & feedback policy).  AFL is used to help reshape lessons 
and learning and can lead to children being asked to deepen their thinking so learning is 
embedded.  Teachers use a range of formative assessment techniques to ascertain whether 
a child has understood or achieved the learning. This could include; entrance/exit self-
assessment, probing questioning, observations, quizzes, and cooperative learning strategies 
such as a child explaining learning to another to clarify understanding and many more.  



 

Common misconceptions are addressed in lessons so children are confident in their 
learning.  Teachers are encouraged to continue to flexibly group pupils according to the 
outcomes from their prior learning and reiterate in all lessons that everyone can achieve.  
SEN reviews are held termly with the SENCo or Inclusion Leader and parents and carers are 
invited to share information about their child, assessment information is shared with 
parents and carers and action plan written in response. 
 
 

Summative (Data gathering from formal tests / STAT / assessments / SEN 
reviews) 
 
At Malin Bridge Primary School we use summative assessment to evaluate pupils’ learning 
and progress at the end of a period of teaching. This will allow teachers to modify plans and 
future plans for different cohorts of children and ensure they are meeting their needs. 
Teachers use independent extended writing to evaluate the pupils’ learning through whole 
school assessed writes, at the end of a genre in writing, end of unit tests in mathematics, 
benchmarking and reading comprehension tests for reading and spelling and grammar tests 
for SPAG.  The assessment tools can then be used to support judgements made for each 
child on their Step/ Age and stage.   
 
Parents and carers are given termly updates at Parent Consultation Evenings and in end of 
year reports on the achievement and progress of their child and compared with any national 
Age Related Expectations data which is available.  Parents are also notified at annual 
reviews for any child with a statement or EHCP.  The use of commercially produced 
materials can assist teachers with knowledge of national expectations and helps ensure 
greater accuracy of assessment.   
 
Summative assessment allows SLT to monitor the quality of learning and teaching.  It also 
allows cohorts of children to be monitored on their journey throughout school.  It enables 
resources to be targeted to the children who need it most, such as TA support and 
interventions.  
 
SEND children have termly review meetings with the SENCo and/or Inclusion Leader.  
Targeted support is then allocated according to the outcomes of all the SEND reviews on a 
termly basis.  Assessments are adapted to meet the needs of the child, this could be longer 
time to complete post assessment activities or through pre-teaching support so they can 
assess the curriculum at the same time as their peers. 
 
 

Arrangements for ensuring teachers are able to conduct assessment 
competently and confidently 
 
At Malin Bridge Primary we have a series of professional development moderation meetings 
and phase meetings for teachers to ensure assessment practices are consistent and staff are 
confident. The link between the components of teacher expertise – curriculum, pedagogy 
and assessment are parts of a CPD which are delivered throughout the course of the year. 



 

New teachers will also be inducted into assessment practices and how they link to 
curriculum and pedagogy. There is also a series of CPD sessions designed to support 
Teaching Assistants and how they can support learning and teaching in every classroom.  
Support packages have been designed to ensure all staff are confident in marking and 
feedback to children.   
 
For mathematics we have links with a local maths hub and have applied to join the 
mathematics mastery programme and staff have been involved in CPD sessions on mastery 
in mathematics. Through the CPD being offered staff are now using key principles of the 
mastery approach.  The maths leaders are working alongside staff to ensure planning 
reflects deepening understanding for children and that staff are given freedom to plan 
lessons that ensure the pace of coverage provides greater understanding of concepts.  
Teachers are encouraged to flexibly group their children according to assessments made in 
the lesson.  
 
Professional development meetings take place on assessment each half term for each core 
subject, new information is shared at these and staff have the opportunity to have 
professional discussions on assessment, clarification of curriculum and share good practice 
on pedagogy. CPD has already focused on using STAT to inform medium term planning and 
to develop a consistent approach in school through our calculations policy, as well as 
changes to statutory testing arrangements and expectations.  We access moderation with 
other schools on a termly basis and this ensures we stay abreast of good practice and 
enables us to share our own.  These meetings allow teachers to validate their judgements 
with other professionals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This policy was last reviewed in December 2015 and will be reviewed annually. 



 

Appendix 
A Guide to Assessment for Teachers & Key Workers 

 
At Malin Bridge Primary we expect all lessons to include elements of formative assessment 
(assessment for learning/ AFL). We have used a range of research into AFL to support CPD in 
developing our approaches for AFL.  Types of formative assessment you will see in a range 
of lessons.  
 

 Day-to-day in school formative assessment;  
 

o  A flexible grouping approach to all lessons, so children can work at a level 

determined by their understanding of that concept at that time 

o  Question walls used to determine gaps and misconceptions so they can be 

addressed in subsequent sessions 

o  A range of questions (planned for and ad hoc) that can elicit understanding of 

content and skills 

o  Marking and feedback policy uses verbal and written feedback to children that 

they reflect on and is used to determine next steps or deepen understanding  

o  Teaching assistants communicate observations/ assessments and discussions to 

planning for subsequent lessons 

o Children with SEND are given opportunities to access the learning through pre-

teaching, personalised support in lessons, adapted resources and strategic 

interventions.  

 

 Nationally, standardised summative assessment; 

 

o EYFS baseline 

o EYFSP profile reporting on GLD 

o KS1 – phonics screening test in Y1 

o KS1 – end of key stage tests (SATS) 

 
 KS2 – end of key stage tests (SATS). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In school summative assessment – EYFS (YR) 

 Reading Writing Maths Prime areas Foundation 

Term 1 

Early Excellence 
Baseline  
Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 
Moderation 
meetings with 
phase / local 
schools 

Early Excellence 
Baseline  
Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 
Moderation 
meetings with 
phase / local 
schools 

Early Excellence 
Baseline  
Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 
Moderation 
meetings with 
phase / local 
schools 

Early Excellence 
Baseline  
Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 
Moderation 
meetings with 
phase / local 
schools 

Early Excellence 
Baseline  
Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 
Moderation 
meetings with 
phase / local 
schools 

Term 2 

Phonics screening  
Guided reading 
records  
Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements 

Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 

Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 

Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 

Ongoing 
observations 
(against 
Development 
Matters 
statements) 

Term 3 

EYFSP 
Teacher 
assessments used 
in conjunction 
with 
Exemplification 
materials (YR) 

EYFSP 
Teacher 
assessments 
used in 
conjunction with 
Exemplification 
materials (YR) 

EYFSP 
Teacher 
assessments 
used in 
conjunction with 
Exemplification 
materials (YR) 

EYFSP 
Teacher 
assessments 
used in 
conjunction with 
Exemplification 
materials (YR) 

EYFSP 
Teacher 
assessments 
used in 
conjunction with 
Exemplification 
materials (YR) 



 

In school summative assessment – Y1/2 

 Reading Writing SPaG Maths Foundation 

Term 1 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
PM bench 
marking 
Phonics baseline 
using letters and 
sounds 
Alan Peat higher 
order thinking 
questions used. 
 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Big Write and 
Assessed Write 
pieces are 
moderated. 
 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Y1 Phonics 
baseline 
Y2 – Twinkl tests 
to support       
on-going 
assessment in 
writing STAT 
assessment grids 
completed. 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
End of unit tests. 
Diagnostic 
questions. 
NCTEM Mastery 
Questions. 
Use alongside TA 
from ‘Twinkl’ end 
of unit tests. 

 

Assess against 
the Chris Quigley 
Milestones 
identified on the 
topic or termly 
assessment 
sheet. 
Judgements 
made on depth 
of understanding 
or skill. 
Computing 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 

Term 2 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
PM bench 
marking 
Phonics baseline 
using letters and 
sounds 
Alan Peat higher 
order thinking 
questions used. 

 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Big Write and 
Assessed Write 
pieces are 
moderated 
externally. 

 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Y1 Phonics 
baseline 
Y2 – Twinkl tests 
to support on-
going assessment 
in writing STAT 
assessment grids 
completed. 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
End of unit tests. 
Diagnostic 
questions. 
NCTEM Mastery 
Questions. 
Use alongside TA 
from ‘Twinkl’ end 
of unit tests. 

 

Assess against 
the Chris Quigley 
Milestones 
identified on the 
topic or termly 
assessment 
sheet. 
Judgements 
made on depth 
of understanding 
or skill. 
Computing 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 

Term 3 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
PM bench 
marking 
Phonics baseline 
using letters and 
sounds 
Alan Peat higher 
order thinking 
questions used. 
 
 
 
Y1 Phonic screen 
Y2 SAT test 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Big Write and 
Assessed Write 
pieces are 
moderated. 
 
 
Y2 SAT writing 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Y1 Phonics 
baseline 
Y2 – Twinkl tests 
to support on-
going assessment 
in writing STAT 
assessment grids 
completed. 
 
Y2 SPAG test 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
End of unit tests. 
Diagnostic 
questions. 
NCTEM Mastery 
Questions. 
Use alongside TA 
from ‘Twinkl’ end 
of unit tests. 
 
 
 
Y2 SAT test 

Assess against 
the Chris Quigley 
Milestones 
identified on the 
topic or termly 
assessment 
sheet. 
Judgements 
made on depth 
of understanding 
or skill. 
Computing 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 
Summary of 
strengths shared 
in end of year 
report. 

 
 
 
 



 

In school summative assessment – Y5/6 

 Reading Writing SPaG Maths Foundation 

Term 1 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
PM bench 
marking 
Phonics baseline 
using letters and 
sounds 
Alan Peat higher 
order thinking 
questions used. 
 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Big Write and 
Assessed Write 
pieces are 
moderated. 
 
 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Y1 Phonics 
baseline 
Twinkl tests to 
support on-going 
assessment in 
writing STAT 
assessment grids 
completed. 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
End of unit tests. 
Diagnostic 
questions. 
NCTEM Mastery 
Questions. 
Use alongside TA 
from ‘Twinkl’ end 
of unit tests. 
Regular 
Arithmetic 
papers. 
 

Assess against 
the Chris Quigley 
Milestones 
identified on the 
topic or termly 
assessment 
sheet. 
Judgements 
made on depth 
of understanding 
or skill. 
Computing 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 
Languages 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 

Term 2 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
PM bench 
marking 
Phonics baseline 
using letters and 
sounds 
Alan Peat higher 
order thinking 
questions used. 
 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Big Write and 
Assessed Write 
pieces are 
moderated 
externally. 
 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Y1 Phonics 
baseline 
Twinkl tests to 
support on-going 
assessment in 
writing STAT 
assessment grids 
completed. 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
End of unit tests. 
Diagnostic 
questions. 
NCTEM Mastery 
Questions. 
Use alongside TA 
from ‘Twinkl’ end 
of unit tests. 
Regular 
Arithmetic 
papers. 
 
 

Assess against 
the Chris Quigley 
Milestones 
identified on the 
topic or termly 
assessment 
sheet. 
Judgements 
made on depth 
of understanding 
or skill. 
Computing 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 
Languages 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 

Term 3 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
PM bench 
marking 
Phonics baseline 
using letters and 
sounds 
Alan Peat higher 
order thinking 
questions used. 
 
 
 
Y6 – KS2 SAT 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Big Write and 
Assessed Write 
pieces are 
moderated. 
 
Mock KS2 writing 
moderation day. 
 
Y6 – KS2 SAT 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
Y1 Phonics 
baseline 
Y2 – Twinkl tests 
to support on-
going assessment 
in writing STAT 
assessment grids 
completed. 
 
Y6 –KS2 SAT 

STAT Online 
individual child 
profile. 
End of unit tests. 
Diagnostic 
questions. 
NCTEM Mastery 
Questions. 
Use alongside TA 
from ‘Twinkl’ end 
of unit tests. 
Regular 
Arithmetic 
papers. 
 
Y6 -KS2 SAT 

Assess against 
the Chris Quigley 
Milestones 
identified on the 
topic or termly 
assessment 
sheet. 
Judgements 
made on depth 
of understanding 
or skill. 
Computing 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 
Languages 
Assessment 
tracker 
completed. 

 


