
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
Let’s reflect............................. 
 
 
Another year is coming to a close and the Governing Body would like to take this opportunity to reflect on a very successful year 
for Malin Bridge Primary School. 
 
If you recall back in September we decided to change the start of the school day. This slight change, which was supported by the 
school community, lead to a calm start with purposeful and interesting learning taking place much earlier than in previous years. 
This allowed school much more quality learning time, across both key stages, each week. Governors are pleased to see that 
school’s attendance has continued to improve and we hope that our final figure for the year will, once again, be above that of 
national. 
 
As in previous years school, once again, invited experienced school consultants into school to review and evaluate the provision 
at Malin Bridge. These reviews included looking at teaching and learning, book scrutiny, interviewing our children, pupil progress 
(including that of the pupil premium children) and the quality and diversity of our curriculum. The reviews concluded, and 
reaffirmed our own judgement, that the teaching and learning at Malin Bridge is outstanding. 
 
The children have enjoyed a variety of learning activities and visits this year. These have included Africa day, visits to Sheffield 
City centre, Chester Zoo, Whirlow residential and, of course, the ever favourite, airport day to name just a few. The extended 
learning program continues to expand and give a wide variety of choices, with lots of pupils being awarded with “Children’s 
University Credits”. Well done to everyone involved! 
 
The Governing Body would like to express thanks to all teaching, non-teaching and support staff who work very hard to make 
Malin Bridge the school we are all very proud of. Thanks go to all volunteers who give time to support teaching staff and the 
committed members of the PTA who continue to raise funds to support schools resources. 
  
As some parents and carers will be aware this year was the first year of the new SATS for years Y2 and Y6. The Y6’s had a “mock” 
SATS week, which proved to be very successful and gave pupils the experience and confidence for the real assessments. You 
may recall much discussion within the media in regard to SATS testing earlier this year. Governors and staff would like to express 
thanks to parents, carers and the wider community for their continued support through SATS week. This support enables our 
pupils to achieve good SATS results and these results then allow Malin Bridge to have a much more enriched and varied 
curriculum for all our pupils to enjoy. 
 
 
What Governors Do....................................... 
 
 
The Governing Body is responsible for the strategic direction of the school and to ensure that planning for the future is visionary, 
realistic and enriched, acting as a “Critical friend”. 
 
Full Governors and committees meet once a term and have regular training sessions. This year core Governors have also 
undertaken Ofsted preparation training, as well as renewing Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment qualifications. Following a 
Department of Education directive, all Governors are now DBS checked. 
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A Governors role involves planning and evaluating school, with some examples being:- 
 

 Analysing school data and attainment 

 Studying school attendance figures 

 Linking Governors with core subject leaders 

 Pupil Premium focus on spending and following the progress of these pupils throughout the school year 

 Headteacher performance management 

 Involvement in school assessment days 

 Recruitment and HR issues 

 Meeting with other Governing Bodies, including joining locality training sessions 

 Reviewing and updating schools policies 

 Supporting the Headteacher and SLT team 
 
The Governing Body is made up of the Headteacher, 1 staff Governor, 5 Parent Governors, 4 Co-opted Governors, 1 Local 
Authority Governor and 2 Associate Governors. This school year saw the election of 2 new Parent Governors, with us having 5 
candidates applying for the positions. 
 
If you think you would be interested in becoming a Governor, or you have any queries for the Governing Body, please contact 
myself, through the school office. 
 
 
And Finally ...................................... 
 
 
As communicated in the Fornightly Bulliten of 17/06/2016, following the resignation of Mr Betts, Governors are in the process of 
recruiting a new Headteacher for Malin Bridge. We hope that we will be able to communicate the outcome of this process to 
parents and carers before school closes for the summer. 
 
We hope that you will join us in agreeing that 2015 / 2016 has been a great year at Malin Bridge School. We would like to take 
this opportunity to wish all pupils, staff, parents and carers a lovely summer. Good luck to all our Y6 leavers. We look forward to 
seeing everyone in September. 
 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
 
 
Emma Clarke 
Chair of Governors 
Malin Bridge Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


